St Mary’s Curriculum Overview for Year 4
Reading




Apply knowledge of root
words,
Prefixes and suffixes both to
read aloud and to understand
the meaning of new words.
Discuss words & phrases that
capture the imagination
Identify themes &
conventions
Retrieve & record information
Make inferences & justify
predictions
Recognise a variety of forms
of poetry
Identify & summarise ideas

Number and place value
Count in multiples of 6,7,9,25
and 1,000.
Find 1,000 more or less than a
given number.
Count backwards through 0 to
include negative numbers.
Secure place value to
1000.
Order and compare
numbers beyond 1,000.
Round any number to the
nearest 10, 100 or 1,000.
Read Roman numerals to
100 (l to C).

English

Writing

Spelling
Use prefixes and suffixes to spell.
Spell words that are often misspelt.
Place the possessive apostrophe accurately.
Handwriting
Increase the legibility, consistency and quality
of handwriting.
Composition
Plan writing based on familiar forms.
Organise writing into paragraphs.
Use simple organisational devices.
Proof-read for spelling & punctuation errors.
Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary
to improve sentences.
Evaluate own and others’ writing.
Read own writing aloud.

Mathematics
Number: addition and subtraction
Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits
using formal written methods-column addition
and subtraction.
Estimate and use inverse operations to check
answers.
Solve two-step problems.
Number: multiplication and division
Recall multiplication and division facts for tables
up to 12 x 12.
Multiply and divide mentally.
Recognise and use factor pairs mentally.
Multiply two-digit and three – digit numbers by a
one-digit number.
Statistics
Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using
information presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables
and other graphs.

Science
States of matter
Compare and group materials
together, according to whether
they are solids, liquids or gases.
Observe that some materials
change state when heated or
cooled. Measure or research the
temperature at which this
happens in degrees Celsius.
Identify the part played by
evaporation and condensation in
the water cycle.

Sound

Identify how sounds are
made. Recognise that
vibrations travel through
a medium to the ear.

Electricity
Identify common appliances that run on
electricity. Construct a simple series electrical
circuit, identifying and naming basic parts.
Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a
simple series circuit.
Recognise that a switch opens and closes a
circuit.
Recognise some common conductors and
insulators.
Animals including humans
Describe the simple functions of the basic
parts of the digestive system in humans.
Living things and their habitats
Recognise living things can be grouped in
different ways.
Explore and use classification keys.
Recognise that environments can change.
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Grammar
Use wider range of conjunctions, adverbs and
prepositions to express time and cause.
Use perfect tense appropriately.
Select pronouns and nouns for clarity.
Use & punctuate direct speech.
Use commas after fronted adverbials.
Indicate possession by using the possessive
apostrophe.
Know the grammatical difference between plural and
possessive.
Expand noun phrases by modifying and adding
adjectives, nouns and preposition phrase.
Speaking & Listening
Articulate & justify opinions
Speak audibly in Standard English
Gain, maintain & monitor interest of listeners

Geometry and measures
Compare 2-d shapes, including quadrilaterals & triangles.
Find area by counting squares.
Calculate rectangle perimeters.
Estimate & calculate measures.
Identify acute, obtuse & right angles.
Identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes.
Use first quadrant coordinates.
Introduce simple translations.
Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and
24- hour.
Convert between different units of measure.
Estimate, compare and calculate different measures.

Fractions and Decimals

Recognise tenths & hundredths and count up
and down in hundredths.
Identify equivalent fractions.
Add & subtract fractions with common denominators.
Recognise common equivalents.
Round decimals to whole numbers.
Solve money problems.

History
Roman Empire & impact on Britain:
- Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion 55-54bc
- Roman Empire & the power of its army
- British resistance, e.g. Boudicca
- Romanisation of Britain.
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots:
Roman withdrawal from Britain in c AD410 and the
fall of the Western Roman Empire.
Scots invasions from Ireland to Scotland.
Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and
Kingdoms: place names and village life.
Anglo-Saxon art and culture.
Christian conversion – Canterbury, Lona and
Lindisfarne.
A local history study:
John Paul Jones: Was he a hero or a villain?
How did the Georgians shape Whitehaven?

Art & Design(LKS2)
Use sketchbooks to collect, record and evaluate ideas.
Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing,
painting and sculpture with varied materials.
Learn about great artists, architects & designers.

Design & Technology(LKS2)

Use research and criteria to develop products
which are fit for purpose.
Select from and use a wider range of tools and
equipment to perform practical tasks.
Investigate and analyse a range of
Existing products.
Evaluate their ideas and products against
own design criteria.
Use mechanical systems in their products.
Understand seasonality; prepare and cook mainly
Savoury dishes.

Modern

Languages

Listen & engage
Ask & answer questions
Speak in sentences using familiar vocabulary
Develop appropriate pronunciation
Show understanding of words & phrases
Appreciate stories, songs, poems & rhymes
Broaden vocabulary

Physical

Computing

Design and write programs to achieve specific
goals, including solving problems.
Use logical reasoning.
Understand computer networks.
Use technology safely and appropriately.
Use sequence, selection and repetition in
programs.
Select, use and combine a variety of software.

Geography
Why is Liverpool
such a cool place to live?
Name and locate counties and
Cities of the UK.
Name and locate geographical
Regions.
Identify human and physical
Characteristics.
Identify key topographical features
and land use patterns: understand
how these aspects change over
time.

Rivers and the River Mersey
Identify settlements, land use,
economic activity, including natural
resources especially energy and
water supplies.
Identify UK rivers on a map
Develop and understanding of how Rivers are
formed.

Music
Use voice and instruments with increasing
accuracy, control and expression.
Improvise and compose music.
Listen with attention to detail.
Appreciate wide range of live and
Recorded music.
Begin to develop understanding of the
history of music.

Education

Use running, jumping, catching and throwing in
isolation and in combination.
Play competitive games, modified where appropriate.
Develop flexibility and control in gym, dance and
athletics.
Compare performances to achieve personal bests.
Swimming proficiency at 25m.
Use a range of strokes effectively

Religious Education
Continue to follow the Catholic agreed
syllabus for RE
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